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IFAF Rules Committee 
Memo 2016/2 

Video judge 
A new version of Rule 12 is being made available for experiment. The new rule 
acknowledges the major advances in technology that have become commonplace 
since NCAA first introduced its version of instant replay.  
Radio communication systems now make it possible for the officials on the field to be 
in instant communication with officials off the field, and that changes the parameters 
of how TV can be used to assist in making the right call. In particular, it opens up the 
possibility of a much more dynamic relationship between what was seen by the 
officials on the field and what the official watching TV can see. The new rule also 
acknowledges that at our level of the sport, the technology available may not be up 
to television broadcast standards, but may nevertheless provide value to the 
officiating. For example, even if the only means of officials viewing video is on the 
stadium screen, that should be permissible. The one caveat is that the technology 
cannot be under the exclusive control of one team in the contest.  
The video judge system is based on the principles of the Television Match Official 
system used widely in high-level (i.e. televised) rugby. We still retain important 
elements of the system people are used to in American football, e.g. the coach's 
challenge. At the end of the day, any system should be about getting the call "right" 
and there should be few arbitrary barriers to that. 
The new Rule 12 has not yet been formally adopted by IFAF, but it is approved for 
experimental use. We ask that federations/competitions who are playing games 
where video can be made available for officiating purposes during the game contact 
the IFAF Rules Committee to arrange for this experiment to be conducted. 
 
Dr Jim Briggs 
Chair, IFAF Rules Committee 
29th November 2015 
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